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On Saturday September 27 from 10 am to 4 
pm, rain or shine, you can experience a 
country fair in Mouns Jones’ backyard. Living 
historians will interpret 18th century life in 
and around the house with spinning, weaving, 
baking and cooking in the oldest house in 
Berks County.  

 
Stroll on the green and talk 
to historic interpreters or 
visit the craft vendors.  
 
Enjoy a  light lunch  at the 
Bridge Keeper’s House 
while adjacent to  that area 
the bake stand will tempt 
your sweet tooth. 
 

A new feature this year will be a Fiddle Fest 
from 1:00-4:00 with a $100 cash prize for the 
winner. Fiddlers and musicians of all ages are 
invited to perform. Enjoy the lively music as 
the contestants vie for the prize. 
 
The George Douglas Mansion will be open 
and docents on hand to explain the history and 
the on- going restoration of the building.  
 

 
D e s s e r t s , 
c o l o n i a l 
music and 
dancing will 
be featured 
at the White 
Horse Inn.  
 
A video 
e n t i t l e d  

“Life in New Sweden” will be shown in the 
tap room of the inn and will acquaint the 
viewer with the early Swedish community 
before journeying up the Schuylkill River to 
settle at Morlatton. 

Mouns Jones Country Fair 
Saturday, September 27 

 
Your help is needed for a successful event. 
Please volunteer to set up on Friday or on 
Saturday volunteers are needed to help at the 
food stand, bake table, selling jams and 
jellies, and serving desserts at the White 
Horse Inn. PLEASE, don’t wait to be 
contacted. Call the Trust office (610-385-
4762) or e-mail 
lee@historicpreservationtrust.org and 
indicate where you would be willing to lend 
a hand. 
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WORDS FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
As I complete my second month as executive 
director of this fine Historic Preservation 
Trust, I would like to share some of the 
activities and projects that have been 
accomplished recently. 
 
Free History Bike Tour: “Trails to Tales” 
On August 20, the public was invited to enjoy 
a special free history bike tour that followed 
the Schuylkill River Heritage Area’s local 
bike trail ( a section of the Thun Trail) to Old 
Morlatton Village. 
 
I led a group of approximately fifteen 
individuals from Tricounty Bike Shop in 
Pottstown during the 4.5 mile trip to the 
Mouns Jones House to begin the history tour.  
 
Participants of all ages enjoyed a brief tour of 
the Mouns Jones House, Bridge Keeper’s 
House, George Douglas Mansion, and the 
White Horse Inn. I provided all attendees with 
basic information on the key figures from 
Morlatton’s past, and emphasized the 
importance of this site as a gateway to Berks 
County for commerce and trade.  
 
After the tour of our properties, the group 
returned to Pottstown which concluded the 
event.  

 

This event was cosponsored by the Historic 
Preservation Trust of Berks County, the 
Schuylkill River Heritage Area, and Bike 
Pottstown which  is a community bike sharing 
program. This experience was a great success 
that was well publicized in the Pottstown 
Mercury. I hope to make  “Trails to Tales” an 
annual occurrence and involve more 
individuals in this ride back in time. 
 
Connecting Bike Trail and Interpretive 
Sign 
Currently the Schuylkill River Heritage Area 
(SRHA) and the Trust are working on 
installing a short connecting trail from Old 
Philadelphia Pike to the Thun Trail. Also 
planned is an interpretive sign about Old 
Morlatton Village.  
 
The proposed connecting trail will run near 
the Douglas Mansion's property line, helping 
establish an access point to the hiking/biking 
trail that lies behind the Trust’s property. We 
are hoping to utilize this connecting trail to 
increase both road and bike traffic to our 
properties.  
 
With the trail in place and the interpretive 
sign near the trail head, the village, along with 
the Trust, will be more visible to individuals 
who use the popular Thun Trail which runs 
between Pottstown and Reading. The 
completion of this project may be 
accomplished by early September. 
 
As we move into autumn we are leading the 
Trust into a new era in its exciting history. By 
adding events and appealing to eco-tourists 
we are becoming more prominent within the 
local and regional communities. I invite you 
to become more involved during this exciting 
time for the Trust and to attend the Mouns 
Jones Country Fair on Saturday, September 
27. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Leslie Rebmann has lived in 
Union Township for almost 
twenty years. She is a retired 
marketing communications 
coordinator and former 
member and chair of the 
Union Township Board of 

Supervisors. Leslie is an advocate of 
preservation. She serves as an individual 
partner in the Hopewell Big Woods 
Partnership, a consortium dedicated to 
sustaining and promoting the unique natural 
and cultural heritage of southeastern Berks  
and Northern Chester Counties. Within the 
Partnership she serves as co-chair of the 
working group for historic and cultural 
resources. She is also a member of the Berks 
County Environmental Advisory Council and 
the Program Committee for the Schuylkill 
Watershed Congress. In her spare time Leslie 
enjoys gardening and singing, most recently 
with the Berks Camerata Singers. 

 
Scott Stepp has been 
interested in early American 
buildings and lifestyles 
since he was a youngster. 
He was raised in the 
Mordecai Evans House, the 
oldest house in Limerick 

Township. The awareness of the details and 
materials in this early home most certainly 
provided the foundation on which all his 
interests would be based. 
 
In September 1777 George Washington 
stopped at this Quaker home on his way from 
the Battle at Brandywine on route to the 
Valley Forge encampment. He wrote a letter 
to the Continental Congress describing the 
condition of the troops and his plans to march 
to Valley Forge. Nearly every year when 
Scott was young this was faithfully reenacted 

at his home by the Trappe Historical Society. 
To his absolute delight a very believable 
George Washington, on horse, would trot into 
the driveway, and the penning of the letter 
would be reenacted in his living room 
surrounded by reenactors in odd clothes and 
acting in odd ways. 
 
“It wasn’t until years later I realized this did 
not happen at everyone’s house. I am very 
glad it happened at ours. I cannot thank those 
participants as most have passed on, so I will 
thank the members of the Historic 
Preservation Trusty for carrying on the grand 
traditions you do and inviting me to take part. 
We must know where we have been in order 
to know where we are going.” 
 
Currently Scott lives in Johannes Lorah’s 
home in Amity with his wife, Kathy, children 
Brittany and Weston, and Sam the dog. He 
has been restoring his 18th century home 
since 1991. He does custom woodwork for a 
living, collects antiques, has a garden and 
really digs clay. He has a passion for making 
redware pottery from clay he has scooped 
from the creek. He likes to cook, enjoys jazz 
and making and restoring things. His 
education is in Industrial Arts from 
Millersville University where he studied 
materials and their processes. He is an Amity 
Township supervisor. He also likes to 
occasionally dress in odd clothes and act in 
odd ways! 

Become a better informed member of 
the Trust.  Send your email address to 

the Trust Office at 
lee@historicpreservationtrust.org so 
you can keep abreast of what is new 

and what is happening. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Saturday, September 27  
 Mouns Jones Country Fair  
 10 am –4 pm  Rain or Shine 
 
Wednesday, December 3  
 Christmas Tea  
 at the home of Susan Fetterolf 
 and Jeff Gorin, Pike Township 
 
Saturday May 9  
 Spring Luncheon 
 Stone House, Wyomissing 


