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Springtime at Morlatton
May 19, 2018 ∙ 10am-2pm
2pm
ONGOING
∙ Presenting new archaeological findings at the 1716 Mouns Jones House, including the
newly uncovered root cellar.
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∙ Guided tours of all four 18 th century buildings of Morlatton Village.

2
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∙ Ken Biles’ Native American Artifact Collection on display near the MJH.

3
4
5
6

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
10:30 am. At the White Horse Tav
Tavern. “Roots, Fruits, and Vegetables:” 18th Century
Food Storage. A related presentation, by open hearth cooks Courtney Stevens and
Susan Speros, about Colonial foodways, including the use and purpose of a root cellar,
and 18thcentury food preparation and storage.
11 am and 1:30 pm. Presentation of the new play “Searching for Betsy Ross” sponsored
by Chapter 21 Archaeologists. On the grounds of the MJH.

Upcoming Events at a
Glance
April 21 – 3rd Saturday
Program “Terror in the
Tulpehocken”
May 19 – Springtime at
Morlatton & 3rd Saturday
Program
June 16 – 3rd Saturday Program

Additional Upcoming Event: 3 rd Saturday Program “Terror in the
Tulpehocken”
Saturday, April 21 ∙ 11am
Join speaker Lynn Otto at the White Horse Inn for a review of why Pennsylvania was not
prepared for war in the period 1755 through 1758.
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Holiday & Winter Events Recap
Greetings! This winter saw several merry and joyous events at the
White Horse Tavern. “A Tavern Christmas” event was held on Saturday
Decembe16. The newly cleaned building was beautifully decorated with fresh
greens, holly, and berries. Fresh beeswax candles glowed on the tables and in
the windows. There was tasty holiday food such as mulled cider, Stollen,
cookies, and dried fruits and chocolate. There were cozy fires burning in all
three fireplaces, thank you to Tom and Omar for keeping the fires merrily
burning! For entertainment there were the Amity Colonial Dancers and
caroling, the Belsnickel,
children’s crafts, and
Colonial Tavern games. A

very merry time was had by one and all!
January 25 was the birthday anniversary of beloved Scots poet
Robert Burns. A great tradition is to celebrate his poetry and birth with
a special supper, reading of his poetry, music and song. The White
Horse was the perfect venue for this grand celebration! The tavern
never looked more beautiful in the soft glow of candlelight as the 12
participants sat around the festive table. The food was traditional,
Haggis and Colcannon tatties (potatoes), and rum pudding. Charlie
Adams, Jack Holcomb, and Dave Kline were the celebrants. A
bagpiper piped the Haggis in with a procession, a Scotch dance “Gay
Gordons” was played by a fiddler, and all danced and had fun!
A special thanks to all Board members and Trust volunteers who
helped prepare for, and participated in these successful and happy events.
Without your help they could not have happened! It was especially wonderful
and gratifying to see the White Horse come to life and show itself to be the
beautiful, warm and welcoming place it could be, and was in the past. It is
wonderful to carry on the traditions of good food, mirth, music and dance
that are its legacy. Someone even commented that the White Horse reminds
them of “Chownings Tavern” in Williamsburg!
Sue Speros, Events Committee

VoLuNtEeR!
None of the Trust’s great events would be possible without our dedicated volunteers! The Trust is always in need
of help and even if you are not a history buff or interested in historic preservation, we’ve still got a job for you! We can
use help with outdoor clean-up, ticket sales & parking for events, as well as historic demonstrators & tour guides. We can
even use help cleaning the buildings and setting up for events. We will especially need volunteers for our future spring and
summer events such as Springtime at Morlatton.
Or, are you, or do you know a Boy Scout or Girl Scout who is looking for community service hours or to do an
Eagle Scout project? You can help preserve the local history while earning hours, a badge, or even your Eagle Scout
award. This also applies to civil service groups and students who need service hours. Why not learn and help preserve
history while having fun?
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering or if they are interested in working on projects at one of
our historic buildings please contact us at (610) 385-4762 or info@historicpreservationtrust.org.
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Spring Hours for Morlatton Village

Board of Directors
John Hibschman, President
Bradford Kissam, Vice
President
John Meinhart, Treasurer
Lauren Archibald,
Recording Secretary
Amber Aman
Peter Hammond
Vicky Heffner
Omar Hottenstein
Thomas Keim
Jessica Kerns
Jim Lewars
Zachary Long
Michelle Lynch
Amanda Machik
Vickie Moyer
Sue Miller Speros

Thursdays 9am-1pm
Feel free to stop by and look around as well as visit the other historic buildings
in Morlatton during open hours or by appointment for tours or visits. For
details and changes please check the Trust’s Facebook page or website.

White Horse Rentals
From weddings and birthday parties to small meetings and gatherings, the White
Horse Inn is the perfect setting for your special occasion. Located in historic
Morlatton Village, Douglassville, the White Horse has a modern kitchen and
seating for up to 50 guests
guests.. For more information about renting this fully
restored eighteenth century building, please contact the Trust’s office at 610610
385-4762
4762 or info@historicpreservationtrust.org.

Help the Trust ‘go green.’ If you
have an email address and would not
mind getting electronic
communications from us, please
make sure to provide it on your next
dues renewal or just send us an email.
Follow us on
Facebook at Historic
Preservation Trust of
Berks County
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Sites & Structures Update
The following is a summary of the restoration and site-development projects planned for (and hopefully
completed) this year, all to commence as soon as favorable stone-and-mortar weather arrives:
Mouns Jones House:
A. Replacement of the 2d story joists and floor
boards, using early tongue-and-groove boards donated
by Donald and Esther Shelley, supported by repurposed white oak joists “edge-beaded” as noted in a
1957 HABS report and suggested by 1964 photographs
taken and donated to the Trust by Theresa and John
Beard.
B. Reconstructing the dismantled masonry wall
segments facing the River [about 75% of the long wall
on the river side has been down for over two years],
which had been determined to be bulged and unstable.
The bed and joint mortar mixture will be significantly
“dolomitic” in formulation, nearly identical to an early mortar sample taken from undisturbed interior beds of
the house, and equally similar to the chemical composition of limestone formations just north of Mouns Jones
original tract boundary. These outcroppings and other formations would have been easily accessible to Mouns
Jones and his mason. We have found a source for mortar of nearly the exact composition of the original
material.
C. Doors and windows will be fabricated as preserved fragments indicate, and installed by Spring, 2019.
George Douglass House
A. Replacement of all deteriorated floor boards and joists for safe access and future use of the first and 2d
floors as The Shelley-Pendleton Education and Exhibit Center, as authorized by the Board of Directors a year
ago. Sound existing flooring and framing will be
consolidated and preserved.
B. Replacing as necessary paneling and other
woodwork in the “best” parlor, with details of new
elements provided by period templates including
surviving panels and moulding fragments found in
the house. The original and restored woodwork will
be painted with the dramatic Prussian Blue and
muted grey colors determined by expert paint
analysis.
C. Re-plaster exposed hand-hewn lath (repaired or
replaced as necessary) and unstable plaster wallranges in all interior rooms, using high-calcium lime
plaster in accordance with x-ray spectrometry
conducted in a University laboratory. Animal hair will be mixed into the replacement plaster as a binder as was
found in the surviving early plaster.

Spring 2018

D. Repair the bracketed lath system forming the exterior coved cornice, and re-plaster its missing or
compromised segments.
Morlatton Village Pathways;
The stabilized and compacted earthen paths
to be installed this year will be delineated
and retained by border stones found in
Morlatton Village. This pathways-network
will unify and provide pedestrian access to
the architectural collection on the site, and
provide convenient and easily navigated
access to parking areas, the Schuylkill River
Greenway’s regional Thun Trail, and the
river-front.
Keim Wood-Turner’s Shop:
After obtaining funds matching the dedicated project-grant
received in December, this year’s priority will be to:
A. Stabilize and restore original structural configuration of
roof framing system and integral masonry; and
B. Consolidate, and replace where necessary, flooring and
its joist supports.
Larry Ward, Sites and Structures Committee

____________________________________________
Matching Grant Opportunity!
The stonework now underway on the Mouns Jones House is fully funded. However, completion of the
restoration campaign depends on obtaining funds for replacement of the door and windows in the riverside wall,
and second floor joists with old white-oak timbers, which are rare and expensive. A local donor has pledged to
match 100% of every dollar donated toward these components, which will cost more than $5,000. Fortunately,
old floor boards had been donated by Donald and Esther Shelley, saving the Trust a considerable amount. Your
support for this work would be greatly appreciated, and your dedicated donation will be DOUBLED BY THE
MATCHING GRANT.
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Join Us! Become a Member of the HPTBC!
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, free admission to events & programs, & priority ticket
purchasing for the Christmas Tea & Annual Dinner.
Name _____________________________________________________ Phone_______________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Annual Membership Dues and Contributions
□ $35 Individual
□ $50 Family

Make checks payable to
The Historic Preservation Trust of Berks
County and mail with completed form to
P.O. Box 245, Douglassville, PA 19518.

□ $75 Sustaining
□ $100 Contributing
□ $250 Patron
□ $500 Corporate
□ Other $ ____________

□ Please contact me about ways I can volunteer.
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. A copy of the official Registration of the Historic
Preservation Trust of Berks County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, 1-800-7320999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Thank you for supporting the Historic Preservation Trust of Berks County!

www.historicpreservationtrust.org

610-385-4762

info@historicpreservationtrust.org

