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Christmas Tea
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
The Trust will once again be offering its annual Christmas Tea on the first
Wednesday in December. Join us for a traditional tea featuring delightful
homemade tea sandwiches and cookies, as well as delicious coffee and tea.
This year’s Tea will be in a lovely cont
contemporary
emporary home in Exeter Township. The
home was purchased in 2005 and features an outstanding collection of Berks
County antiques, art work and collectibles. Many Ben Austrian paintings adorn
the walls and tucked in various rooms are beautiful Berks County tall case clocks
as well as other interesting and unusual clocks. The Christmas decorations alone
will put you in the holiday spirit.
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If you wish to attend the Tea and did not receive an invitation, please contact us
to purchase your ticket(s). Volunteers are needed the day of the Tea. If you are
interested, please contact Eleanor Shaner at 610-683-9257.
610

A Tavern Christmas
mas
Saturday, December 16, 2017 ∙ 1-5pm
The Trust is excited to announce a new holiday event in Morlatton Village. Join
us as we celebrate Christmas as it would have been celebrated in the eighteenth
century with music, caroling, dancing, and refresh
refreshment
ment in the festive atmosphere
of the White Horse Inn. Families can enjoy crafts for children and a visit from
the Belsnickel.

Upcoming Events at a
Glance
Dec. 6 – Christmas Tea
Dec. 16 – A Tavern
Christmas

Admission for A Tavern Christmas is a $5 per person suggested donation. Trust
members and children under 12 are free. Complimentary light refreshments will
be available and fresh baked goods can be purchased.
Events subject to change. For more information about our events, and to stay up-to-date
up
on all Trust
happenings, please check our website and Facebook page.
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Second Annual Historic Preservation Trust of Berks County Gala Dinner
Recap
On Saturday, November 4, Trust members and supporters gathered at the Reading Public Museum to celebrate
another successful year. This year’s theme was the Jacob Keim Homestead, Berks County’s third National
Historic Landmark and recipient of the Preservation Pennsylvania’s Statewide Award. The guest speaker was Jim
Lewars and the meal was catered by Special Occasions by Panevino.
We would like to thank the following auction donors and in-kind sponsors for helping make this event possible:
Anthony’s Trattoria
Barbara Kelly
BlackJax American Pub & Grill
Restaurant
Bob Fisher Chevrolet
Cigars International
Dave Schaeffer
Firefly Bookstore
Frank & Diannah’s Arbor Inn
Janet Levan

Julie Longacre
Linda Hughes
Lords and Ladies Salon and Spa
Marcia Keim
Nancy and Robert Kime
Paul Fredrick
Pendleton Family
Purses by Nancy – Nancy
Englehart
Reading Country Club

Rich Maiden Golf Course
Special Occasions by Panevino
Tex Johnson
The Floral Studio
Vickie Moyer
Vicky Heffner
Yellow House Hotel
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Winter Hours for Morlatton Village

Board of Directors
John Hibschman, President
Bradford Kissam, Vice
President
John Meinhart, Treasurer
Lauren Archibald,
Recording Secretary
Amber Aman
Peter Hammond
Vicky Heffner
Omar Hottenstein
Thomas Keim
Jessica Kerns
Jim Lewars
Zachary Long
Michelle Lynch
Amanda Machik
Vickie Moyer
Sue Miller Speros

Thursdays 9am-1pm
Feel free to stop by and look around as well as visit the other historic buildings
in Morlatton during open hours or by appointment for tours or visits. For
details and changes please check the Trust’s Facebook page or website.

White Horse Rentals
From weddings and birthday parties to small meetings and gatherings, the White
Horse Inn is the perfect setting for your special occasion. Located in historic
Morlatton Village, Douglassville, the White Horse has a modern kitchen and
seating for up to 50 guests
guests.. For more information about renting this fully
restored eighteenth century building, please contact the Trust’s office at 610610
385-4762
4762 or info@historicpreservationtrust.org.

Help the Trust ‘go green.’ If you
have an email address and would not
mind getting electronic
communications from us, please
make sure to provide it on your next
dues renewal or just send us an email.
Follow us on
Facebook at Historic
Preservation Trust of
Berks County
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VoLuNtEeR!
None of the Trust’s great events would be possible without our dedicated volunteers! The Trust is always
in need of help and even if you are not a history buff or interested in historic preservation, we’ve still got a job
for you! We can use help with outdoor clean-up, ticket sales & parking for events, as well as historic
demonstrators & tour guides. We can even use help cleaning the buildings and setting up for events. We will
especially need volunteers for our future winter and spring events such as the Christmas Tea & A Tavern
Christmas.
Or, are you, or do you know a Boy Scout or Girl Scout who is looking for community service hours or to
do an Eagle Scout project? You can help preserve the local history while earning hours, a badge, or even your
Eagle Scout award. This also applies to civil service groups and students who need service hours. Why not learn
and help preserve history while having fun?
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering or if they are interested in working on projects
at one of our historic buildings please contact us at (610) 385-4762 or info@historicpreservationtrust.org.

Administrator’s Note
It has been an exciting and busy fall for the Trust. In September and October, we hosted two great 3 rd
Saturday Programs in Morlatton Village. Visitors learned all about the importance of historic kitchen gardens
and in October, we observed International Archaeology Day with an exciting program by our volunteer
archaeologists. Also in September, we had our second annual Keim Music Fest at the Keim Homestead. This
music-centered event helps raise funds for the restoration and upkeep of the Keim property.
At the end of October, Trust volunteers gathered at the Reading Public Museum, where they decorated a
Swedish-themed Christmas tree as part of the Museum’s Yuletide Around the World: Festival of Trees exhibition. And
in November, we celebrated another great year with our Second Annual Gala Dinner. This year’s dinner
highlighted the Keim Homestead. We would like to thank all the wonderful, hard-working volunteers who made
these events possible.
Lots of restoration and preservation projects have begun at our properties this fall and will continue into
the New Year. Check out the Sites & Structures Report for more details! Holiday preparations are underway for
our two Christmas events – the Christmas Tea and our new event, A Tavern Christmas. We hope you will be
able to join us for one or both of these events. They are sure to get you in the holiday spirit!
Amanda Machik, Administrator
Check out the Trust’s Christmas tree at the Reading Public
Museum’s Yuletide Around the World: Festival of Trees
exhibit running through January 21, 2018.
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Sites & Structures Update
Keim House: The Trust’s five-year campaign to restore the Keim House
to its 1753 architectural composition and appearance was completed in
November, 2016. Within a month, National Historic Landmark status [see
plaque photo]was awarded to the house and wood turner’s shop, a rare
recognition celebrated at the Trust’s
November 4th,2017 Gala Dinner. A
month earlier, Preservation
Pennsylvania had conferred its statewide
Preservation Stewardship award on the Keim
project, which re-created the pent roof, balcony,
and plastered cove cornice, and restored the
stone steps and stone-arched entryway to the
half-cellar under the first-floor Stube and
Kammer.
Mouns Jones House: Photographs taken a few years after the roof had collapsed in the late 1950s indicate that
the ten exposed joists supporting the 2d floor were “edge-beaded”, a refinement which will be recreated in
detailing this important architectural element. “Edge-beads” had been specifically noted on a 1957 drawing by
the Historic American Building Survey, now lodged in the Library of Congress. None of the early joists survive,
thus the photographic evidence and HABS note, entirely consistent with one another, are crucial in determining
the authentic treatment to be applied to the replacement “floor-beams”. X-ray analysis of the primary elements
of the early mortar used in the foundation and walls of Mouns Jones’s house has determined the precise
chemical composition of the early lime binder. This “dolomitic” limestone type is nearly identical to geologic
formations close to the northern range of the Mouns Jones tract nearly four miles north of his surviving stone
house. An American source has been located for chemically and functionally equivalent lime-mortar that will be
used in the masonry re-building campaign in 2018.
George Douglass House: With the generous aid of a Pennsylvania
Keystone Grant, matched by funds from the Donald & Esther Shelley
Foundation, the Trust will undertake a major restoration program in
2018. The primary objectives will be completion and stabilization of all
flooring in the building, interior plasterwork, and re-plastering of the
exterior “encircling” [yes, we know it’s rectangular!] coved cornice, and
complete restoration of the “best parlor” and its elegant and
surprisingly colorful paneled and moulded woodwork. The completed
project will accommodate the re-dedication of the structure as the
“Shelley-Pendleton Education and Exhibit Center” as resolved by the Trust’s Board earlier this year.
Morlatton Village Pathways: In 2018, stone-bordered and stabilized-soil paths will be installed to provide access
to all building in the Village and to the Thun Trail. The pathways plan has been approved by the Trust’s Board
and has been submitted to Amity Township for its review. The pathway surface material, suitable for
pedestrians, cyclists, and wheelchair-borne visitors, will be acquired from the same local quarry that supplied the
durable top-dressing on the Village parking areas. The border-stones, which will provide containment and weedbuffering for the pathways, have been gathered from the Village grounds.
Larry Ward, Sites & Structures Committee
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Matching Grant Opportunity!
The stonework now underway on the Mouns Jones House is fully funded. However, completion of the
restoration campaign depends on obtaining funds for replacement of the door and windows in the riverside wall,
and second floor joists with old white-oak timbers, which are rare and expensive. A local donor has pledged to
match 100% of every dollar donated toward these components, which will cost more than $5,000. Fortunately,
old floor boards had been donated by Donald and Esther Shelley, saving the Trust a considerable amount. Your
support for this work would be greatly appreciated, and your dedicated donation will be DOUBLED BY THE
MATCHING GRANT.

__________________________
Join Us! Become a Member of the HPTBC!
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, free admission to events & programs, & priority ticket
purchasing for the Christmas Tea & Annual Dinner.
Name _____________________________________________________ Phone_______________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Annual Membership Dues and Contributions
□ $35 Individual
□ $50 Family

Make checks payable to
The Historic Preservation Trust of Berks
County and mail with completed form to
P.O. Box 245, Douglassville, PA 19518.

□ $75 Sustaining
□ $100 Contributing
□ $250 Patron
□ $500 Corporate
□ Other $ ____________

□ Please contact me about ways I can volunteer.
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. A copy of the official Registration of the Historic
Preservation Trust of Berks County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, 1-800-7320999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Thank you for supporting the Historic Preservation Trust of Berks County!

www.historicpreservationtrust.org

610-385-4762

info@historicpreservationtrust.org

